242______________Sri Raghavendra

'Perhaps, my view was obstructed by this boulder.'

'Yes, something was blinding your vision. Be that
so, please hold this plate/ said the old man.

The devotee then took the plate and held it in his
hands.

It is for you only...sit in that shade and see what it
contains....'

'Swami, 1 request you also to come with me.'

'Yes, I am ready for that', the old man said and
walked with him.

The devotee then removed the cloth on the plate and
found a plaintain leaf covering its contents. And as soon
as it was also taken off, a further surprise awaited him!
For, the plate contained a variety of delicacies, rice
preparations, side dishes, sweets and what not!

'All these....?'

'Yes, they are for you only, please have them.....'.

'How about you, are you not going to share these....'

'First, you take them You are hungry, later you can
do the talking.'

'I wanted to have the prasad of Sri Rayaru....'

This is also the confines of Rayaru. You are not to
pay for this food. I just thought of providing it to you and I
expect you to consume it without any demur, giving
respect to my age.'

That is not the thing Swami, ! wanted to have only